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Chapter 1:  Morning April Fools Day, 2003 
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 212 555 1000 
 eveg@hackoff.com 
 

For Immediate Release 

 
HACKOFF.COM CEO LARRY LAZARD DEAD OF GUNSHOT WOUND 

BOARD APPOINTS CFO DONNA LANGHORNE AS CEO;  
JOSEPH WINDAW AS CHAIRMAN 

 

New York, NY -- April 1,  2003 – (BUSINESS WIRE) hackoff.com (NASDAQ:HOFC) announced 
today that the company’s Chairman and CEO, Larry Lazard, was found dead in his corporate 
office of an apparently self-inflicted gunshot wound. The Board of Directors has selected the 
company’s CFO, Donna Langhorne, as his successor. Controller Lew Marigold will serve as 
acting CFO replacing Ms. Langhorne. 

Joseph Windaw, the managing partner of Windaw and Wallar Venture Capital, has been 
selected to succeed Mr. Lazard as Chairman of the Board of Directors. Mr. Windaw has been a 
Board Member of hackoff.com since 1997 and was previously Vice Chairman of the Board. 

The New York City Police Department is conducting an investigation into the circumstances of 
Mr. Lazard’s death. 

The company notified NASDAQ and the SEC of this event prior to the opening of the New York 
securities markets and requested a temporary halt in trading of the company’s stock. Trading is 
expected to resume shortly after the dissemination of this announcement. 

Ms. Langhorne is a 1985 graduate of Princeton University and holds an MBA from Harvard 
Business School awarded in 1991.  She was a partner in Ernst & Young prior to joining 
hackoff.com as its CFO in 1997. 

“We will all miss Larry terribly,” said Langhorne. “He was the founder and guiding genius of 
the company. However, our customers can be assured that Larry leaves behind him a seasoned 
management team ready and able to continue the critical anti-hacker support we have always 
given them.” 

# 

about hackoff.com: 
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hackoff.com is the leading provider of hacker protection to e-commerce websites worldwide.  
Since the founding of the company, it has licensed its patented and patent-pending hackaway® 
software to over 10,000 sites. These sites display hackoff.com’s trademarked hackmenot® logo. 

The company also offers Managed Hackaway Service as active protection against hacker 
attacks. 

More information about the company is available at www.hackoff.com. 

Forward-looking statements:  

Hackoff.com has included in this press release certain "forward-looking statements" within the meaning of the 
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. "Forward-looking statements" consist of all non-historical 
information, and the analysis of historical information, including any references to future revenue growth, future 
expense growth, future credit exposure, future profitability, anticipated cash resources, anticipated capital 
expenditures, capital requirements, and the Company's plans for future periods. In addition, the words "could", 
"expects", "anticipates", "may depend", "estimates", "projects" and similar words and phrases are also intended to 
identify such forward-looking statements.  

All such forward-looking statements are current only as of the date on which such statements were made. 
Hackoff.com does not undertake any obligation to publicly update any forward-looking statement to reflect events or 
circumstances after the date on which any such statement is made or to reflect the occurrence of unanticipated 
events. 

Actual results could differ materially from those projected in hackoff.com’s forward-looking statements due to 
numerous known and unknown risks and uncertainties. These include without limitation the results of the ongoing 
investigation into the sudden death of our late Chairman and CEO; the volatile software market; changes in domestic 
and international economic, market, and regulatory conditions; the inherent uncertainty of financial projections; 
unanticipated technological developments, including the possibility that hackoff.com’s technology will be defeated; 
hackoff's failure to access sufficient capital; the creditworthiness of hackoff.com’s customers; and other 
considerations described as “Risk Factors” in Exhibit 99.1 to hackoff.com’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year 
ended December 31, 2002 and in other filings made by us with the SEC. 

### 

The Chat Board 

Oh-Oh 
by: thewatcher02 (38/M/New Rochelle, NY)        
       04/01/03 9:40 am 
Msg: 99020 of 99034 

hackoff’s not trading! 

 

Re: Oh-Oh 
by: ChorusLine (25/F/Paramus, NJ) 
Long-Term Sentiment: Buy      04/01/03 9:41 am 
Msg: 99021 of 99034 

 

http://www.hackoff.com/
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Posted as a reply to: Msg 99020 by thewatcher02 

Got to be an april fools joke:-} 

 

Re: Oh-Oh 
by: pooper  
Long-Term Sentiment: Sell      04/01/03 9:43 am 
Msg: 99022 of 99034 

Posted as a reply to: Msg 99021 by ChorusLine 

The real April Fool’s joke is George Bush 

 

Press Advisory Out 
by: Jumbo10 (46/M/New York, NY) 

Long-Term Sentiment: Sell      04/01/03 9:45 am 
Msg: 99023 of 99034 

There is a press advisory out for an announcement expected at 10AM explaining the halt in 
trading. Whatever it is, you can bet it’ll be good for the crooks on wall street and bad for 
everyone stupid enough to be holding the stock. 

 

Re: Oh-Oh 
by: scooper  
Long-Term Sentiment: Buy      04/01/03 9:48 am 
Msg: 99024 of 99034 

Posted as a reply to: Msg 99022 by pooper 

pooper, you’re just as much an asshole as your buddy clinton and this is not a political board 

 

Re: Press Advisory Out 
by: Alaska60-60 
Long-Term Sentiment: Strong Sell     04/01/03 9:52 am 
Msg: 99025 of 99034 

Posted as a reply to: Msg 99023 by jumbo10 
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I’ve been telling you idiots allalong that lizard would have to sell jerkoff to antihack. he probly 
just didn’t get his own parachute big enuf b4 but I heard from insider that the deal is definitly 
on now. of coarse they stopped trading so only insiders can benfit but thats how lizards are 

 

Re: Press Advisory Out 
by: scooper 
Long-Term Sentiment: Buy      04/01/03 9:56 am 
Msg: 99026 of 99034 

Posted as a reply to: Msg 99025 by Alaska60-60 

alaska, you’re as much an asshole as your friend pooper and this is not the antihack board. why 
don’t you stay there where you belong so you can pump and dump that and not bother us here 
on this board 

 

Press Release Out 
by: Alaska60-60 
Long-Term Sentiment: Strong Sell     04/01/03 10:01 am 
Msg: 99027 of 99034 

Posted as a reply to: Msg 99025 by Alaska60-60 

The press release is on Yahoo.  The lizard is out and the cunt is in…  this stock is in the crapper 
if it ever starts trading again 

 

Re: Press Advisory Out 
by: Jumbo10 (46/M/New York, NY) 
Long-Term Sentiment: Buy      04/01/03 10:05 am 
Msg: 99028 of 99034 

Posted as a reply to: Msg 99023 by jumbo10 

This may not be bad for the stock. I’ve changed my sentiment to buy and will buy after it 
settles down after trading resumes. Donna may be smarter than Larry was about selling the 
company or making it profitable. She always did a better job than he did at the quarterly 
webcasts. Often regime change makes a company go up even when it is unexpected. 

 

Re: Press Advisory Out 
by: PacPhil (25/M/New York, NY) 
Long-Term Sentiment: Buy      04/01/03 10:07 am 
Msg: 99029 of 99034 
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Posted as a reply to: Msg 99028 by jumbo10 

Jumbo, you always have good analysis. I hope you’ll write more later in the day. Why do you 
think Larry shot himself?  Does that matter to the stock?  Is the new CFO any good?  What will 
The Street think? 

 

Re: Press Advisory Out 
by: Alaska60-60  
Long-Term Sentiment: Strong Sell     04/01/03 10:10 am 
Msg: 99030 of 99034 

Posted as a reply to: Msg 99028 by jumbo10 

Your an idiot or just getting reddy to dump your stock. The cunt cant run the company. the 
lizard couldnt run the company. The company sucks. it doesn’t have anything. They should 
have sold to antihack… now noone will pay a penny for this piece of shit 

 

Whats Happening 
by: CLess  
         04/01/03 10:15 am 
Msg: 99031 of 99034 

Does anyone know why the stock isn’t trading??? 

 

Donna 
by: TestTost (35/M/San Francisco, CA)  
Long-Term Sentiment: Strong Buy    04/01/03 10:15 am 
Msg: 99032 of 99034 

Donna’s a peace of ass.  She was in the SI Swimsuit addition in the early 90s.  She’s still hot. 

 

Re: Oh-Oh 
by: ChorusLine (25/F/Paramus, NJ) 
Long-Term Sentiment: Buy      04/01/03 10:16 am 
Msg: 99033 of 99034 

Posted as a reply to: Msg 99021 by ChorusLine 

It wasn’t an april fools joke.  what will the street think?  
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Stock Opened 
by: thewatcher02 (38/M/New Rochelle, NY)        
       04/01/03 10:16 am 
Msg: 99034 of 99034 

hackoff’s trading again! 1k shares at 1.26 unchanged. bid 1.24; ask 1.26. 

 

###

Obituary, New York Times 

Lawrance Lazard , 40, Founder of hackoff.com, Dies 

By Roger Ryan 
 

Published: April 2, 2003. Lawrance Lazard, the founder and CEO of the Internet 
company hackoff.com, died on Tuesday at his company office at 65 Broad Street in 
lower Manhattan  He was 40. According to a company spokeswoman, the cause was a 
single gun shot wound to the head, apparently self-inflicted. Mr. Lazard was believed 
to have been in good health. 

Lawrance Roger Lazard was born January 31, 1963, in Hicksville, New York, to 
Roger Lawrance Lazard and Cindy Moonstock Lazard.  

Mr. Lazard was a well-known and controversial figure in New York’s Silicon 
Alley in the halcyon days of the Internet bubble. He founded hackoff.com in 1996 as a 
successor to an earlier consulting business, and was chief executive officer of 
hackoff.com from its inception. The company’s IPO occurred in 1999, and its stock 
soared to twice the offering price on the first day of trading. Mr. Lazard and his wife, 
Louise, were paper billionaires until the collapse of the stock market bubble. 

The controversy over Mr. Lazard was the result of his “Gotcha” attack on the 
credit card files of a number of major banks. He confessed to this computer-based 
crime in 1993 and served six months of a nine month sentence in a federal 
penitentiary for white collar criminals. At the time, Judge Raymond Martin explained 
that he imposed this relatively light sentence since “Gotcha” was not intended to do 
harm and, in fact, beneficially exposed the weaknesses of financial systems before 
they could be maliciously exploited. 

At the time he staged the “Gotcha” attack, Mr. Lazard was employed as a 
software engineering supervisor at Chase Manhattan Bank, which he joined upon 
receiving his MBA. In his confession to the “Gotcha” attack, he admitted to being 
influenced by the notorious Captain Crunch, a fabled Silicon Valley hacker who 
developed a device for defrauding telephone companies by mimicking the signaling 
tones then used for switching calls. 

Mr. Lazard’s criminal background made the hackoff.com IPO an object of 
controversy. Detractors said that an ex-convict was not fit to serve as CEO of a public 
company. Defenders argued that no one was harmed by Lazard’s actions since he 
neither sold the credit card numbers he downloaded, nor used them for any personal 
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gain. Both sides agreed that hackoff.com’s success in protecting Internet sites from 
malicious hacking was due to Mr. Lazard’s demonstrated expertise. 

Mr. Lazard was a survivor of the 9/11/2001 attacks on the World Trade Center 
from which he escaped down a stairwell prior to the collapse of the South Tower. 

Mr. Lazard grew up on Long Island where his father was a successful 
chiropractor. Lazard showed a strong and early interest in technology, receiving his 
first computer —  an Apple II — at the age of fourteen. Apple founder Steve Jobs 
became one of his heroes. Mr. Lazard received his undergraduate degree in Folklore 
and Mythology from Harvard College in 1985 and earned an MBA from Harvard 
Business School in 1991. 

Mr. Lazard is survived by his wife and his mother, who now resides in Arizona.   
 

# 

 Initial Interview by NYPD Detective Mark Cohen 4/1/2003 
Donna Langhorne (8:13 A.M.) 

Q: Ms. Langhorne, this is an informal interview. However, you 
do have the right to an attorney of your choosing. If you 
cannot afford an attorney, the City will provide one for 
you. Moreover, any statements you make to me today could be 
used against you in a court of law. This interview is being 
taped. Do you understand and agree to these conditions? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Do you wish to be represented by an attorney? 

A: Not at this time. 

Q: If, at any time during this interview, you wish to be 
represented by an attorney, please make that known and the 
interview will cease until representation has been arranged. 
Is that understood? 

A: Yes. 

Q: I am now handing you a consent form in which you acknowledge 
that I have advised you of your right to be represented by 
any attorney and that you have elected to proceed without an 
attorney at this time. Are you comfortable signing this 
form? 

A: Yes.  

Q: The transcript of this interview will show that you reviewed 
the consent form, signed it and handed it to me. What is 
your full name? 

A: Donna Reynolds Langhorne. 

Q: Are you married? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Is Langhorne your married name? 
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A: Yes. 

Q: What was your name before you were married? 

A: Donna Maria Reynolds. 

Q: What is your husband’s name? 

A: Francis Langhorne. 

Q: Have you ever used any other name? 

A: Yes. 

Q: What was that? 

A: Maria Reynolds. 

Q: Why and when did you use Maria Reynolds as your name? 

A: From 1987 through 1990, I modeled for the Cleck Agency. 

Q: What kind of modeling did you do? 

A: Mainly swimsuits. 

Q: Why did you stop modeling? 

A: (laughs) Is that germane to your investigation, detective? 

Q: Anything could be germane to the investigation. Should I 
repeat the question? 

A: I quit modeling to go to business school. 

Q: Have you ever used any other names? 

A: No. 

Q: Have you ever been married to anyone other than your current 
husband? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you and your husband presently reside together? 

A: Do you really need all of this personal information? I have 
a lot of work to do to prepare for the public announcement 
of Larry’s death. 

Q: Ms. Langhorne, these are routine questions we must ask each 
witness. I apologize if they are personal or tedious and I 
know your time is very valuable but there are rules I have 
to follow in every case of violent death. Do you and your 
husband presently reside together? 

A: Yes ... yes, we do. 

Q: What is your address? 

A: 195 East 95th Street. 

Q: Is there an apartment number? 

A: No, it’s a brownstone. 

Q: What is your husband’s occupation? 

A: He is an attorney.   
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 Look, detective, I appreciate that you’re following your 
rules. I have some rules I need to follow as well. As a 
public company we must make prompt disclosure of a material 
event — and Larry’s death is a material event. This is an 
SEC rule and my company is at risk if I don’t follow it.  
Isn’t there some way you could ask me just the pertinent 
questions now and come back later and find out all about me? 

Q: Ms. Langhorne, I will try to conclude this interview as 
expeditiously as possible. Where and when were you born? 

A: I was born on April 15th, 1966 in Princeton, New Jersey. 

Q: What is your educational background? 

A: I have a Masters Degree from Harvard Business School. 

Q: And before that? 

A: Do you want every school I ever attended? 

Q: If you recall them, yes. 

A: I went to PDS — Princeton Day School — from kindergarten 
through high school. I then attended Princeton University 
and graduated in 1985. As I said, I have a Masters Degree 
from Harvard Business School. I am also a CPA. 

Q: How long have you worked at ... uh... hackoff.com? 

A: The name embarrasses quite a few people, detective. You get 
used to it. I’ve been with hackoff since 1997. 

Q: In what capacity did you join the company? 

A: I joined hackoff as CFO — Chief Financial Officer — and have 
held that position ever since. 

Q: What was your prior employment? 

A: I worked at Ernst & Young. 

Q: What kind of company is that? 

A: It is one of the major worldwide accounting firms. 

Q: How long were you at Ernst & Wong? 

A: It’s Ernst & Young, detective. I was there from 1991 after I 
received my MBA until I joined hackoff in 1997. 

Q: Where were you employed by Ernst? 

A: At various locations in New York and New Jersey. I’m afraid 
I don’t have the addresses memorized. 

Q: I can get those later. How long have you known the deceased? 

A: We were classmates at Harvard. We kept in touch after that. 
When he founded hackoff, he offered me the job as CFO. 

Q: So you first met in 1990? 

A: Actually, 1989. Larry went to Harvard for his undergraduate 
degree; I went to Princeton. We met at Harvard B-School in 
1989. 
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Q: Harvard B-School? 

A: Harvard Business School. It’s a graduate school. 

Q: What was your relationship with the deceased while at 
Harvard? 

A: We were friends. 

Q: Friends. Could you be more specific? 

A: What do you mean — “more specific”? We were friends. 

Q: What sort of friends? 

A: Do you mean were we fucking? 

Q: I mean ... uh ... what was the extent of your relationship 
with the deceased when you were in school together? That 
does include any sexual ... any intimate relationship you 
might have had. 

A: Are these answers private? 

Q: This is not generally public information and is not released 
as part of FOI (excuse me, Freedom of Information Act) 
requests. However, as I explained at the beginning of our 
interview, anything you tell me may be used in a court of 
law and this interview is being taped. Would you like me to 
repeat the question? 

A: No. But please understand that I’m sensitive about this 
because my husband doesn’t know about my relationship with 
Larry at Harvard. Anyway, yes — Larry and I did have an ... 
“intimate” relationship. Meaning, we had sex. No big thing; 
we both saw other people. It lasted for a while, then it 
ended. 

Q: When did your relationship with the deceased end? 

A: When he died. Oh, you mean the ... the “intimate” part? The 
sex? That ended before we got our MBAs. But we stayed 
friends. 

Q: Ms. Langhorne, don’t take this the wrong way, but was your 
... intimate relationship with the deceased the reason that 
you have your current position at, uh ... hackoff? 

A: Why shouldn’t I take it the wrong way? (laughs) The fact 
that I know Larry and we kept track of each other has a lot 
to do with him offering me this job and me taking it. The 
fact that we were once “intimate” has nothing to do with my 
having this job. I’m the best CFO hackoff could have had and 
Larry damn well knew it. I didn’t exactly jump at the job, 
though. I had other offers; a lot of startups needed CFOs 
then. 

Q: Why wouldn’t you “jump at the job”? 

A: Isn’t it obvious? Larry’s a bright guy, but his record is 
somewhat ... irregular. He’s been to jail, for one thing.  I 
wasn’t all that sure I wanted to be CFO of a company headed 
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by an ex-con, even if he was an old friend. You do know 
about his jail time, I assume? 

Q: What convinced you to take the job given the deceased’s 
“irregular” record? 

A: We’re in the business of stopping hackers from doing what 
Larry showed could be done to the banks. Larry had the 
perfect background for this business. It really does take 
one to catch one, detective. Not only is this the truth, 
it’s also a great story. I did due diligence before taking 
the job and I knew VCs loved the story. 

Q: What are VCs? 

A: Venture capitalists or “vulture” capitalists as some people 
call them. They supply money to a company before it goes 
public, then they take lots and lots of money out. 

Q: So what did the VCs “love” about hackoff.com? 

A: I told you: They loved the STORY. They talked to bankers and 
bankers loved the story; thought it would make for a great 
IPO. There were too many stories that all sounded the same 
in 1997. Too many “Two Geeks and a Website” stories. An 
experienced hacker solving one of the toughest problems in 
e-commerce was new and different. It was a clutter cutter. 

Q: Was that why you took the job? Because the company was a 
something “cutter”? 

A: Clutter cutter, Detective Cohen, clutter cutter. (laughs) I 
took the job because the company had a great fucking story; 
we would be able to raise a lot of money; we would have a 
great IPO and we would all get rich. And it all happened 
exactly that way — though not without a lot of hard work and 
not without my doing a great job as CFO. Hackoff sounded 
like a winner and it was a winner. 

Q: Let’s get to this morning... 

A: Well, finally! I’ve got to get to my Board meeting and I’ve 
got an announcement to write ... on a deadline. 

Q: You discovered the body of the deceased — correct? 

A: Yes. 

Q: At approximately what time? 

A: Approximately 7:00 AM. That’s when I usually come to work. 

Q: Did the deceased usually come to work at the same time? 

A: Are you kidding? We were lucky if he breezed in around ten 
or eleven. 

Q: Where did you discover the body of the deceased? 

A: In his office. 

Q: Did you usually go into the deceased’s office when you came 
to work? You did say he was rarely there at that time. 
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A: You have a suspicious mind, Detective Cohen. I guess that’s 
what makes you a good cop. No, I don’t ... didn’t usually go 
into Larry’s office in the morning. But on my way into my 
office I could see that his door was ajar. That’s very 
unusual; he’s careful to lock it. So I went to close it.  
And when I went to close it I looked inside and there was 
Larry lying on the floor. 

Q: Go on. 

A: That’s it. That’s how I discovered Larry’s body in his 
office. 

Q: So what did you do next? 

A: I went into the office to see why Larry was lying on the 
floor. 

Q: What did you think? 

A: I thought maybe he had a heart attack or maybe he’d OD-ed on 
something. 

Q: Did the deceased take drugs? 

A: Do you mean illegal drugs? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Not that I know of. 

Q: Did he take drugs when you were in school together? 

A: Yeah. We did some drugs. We even inhaled. You’re not going 
to arrest me for that NOW, are you? 

Q: Do you know if the deceased was recently a user of illegal 
substances? 

A: No. I don’t. I said that, didn’t I? 

Q: But your first thought was that he OD-ed... 

A: That was my second thought. My first thought was that he’d 
had a heart attack. He didn’t exactly have a stress-free 
job. I don’t know why I thought he might have OD-ed. It was 
just strange for him to be lying there. 

Q: What did you do when you went into the room where the 
deceased was lying? 

A: I checked the scene. 

Q: You what? 

A: I checked the scene. First Aid 101: When you see a victim— 

Q: At this point you thought the deceased was a victim of 
something? 

A: We all took CPR, detective. In CPR, any person you come 
across lying on the floor is “the victim”. Doesn’t matter 
how they got there. And when you come across a victim, you 
check the scene. Make sure there are no other victims; no 
live wires; no poison gasses. And you have to make sure the 
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scene is safe for you to give first aid. So I checked the 
scene. 

Q: What did you see when you “checked the scene”? 

A: I saw a gun lying on the floor next to Larry. That seemed a 
pretty obvious cause of death. I didn’t see anything else 
unusual. 

Q: So then what did you do? 

A: I got down on the floor next to Larry so I could see whether 
he had a pulse. 

Q: And did he have a pulse? 

A: When I got down next to him I could see the big hole in his 
head. I could see INTO his head. I knew he couldn’t be 
alive. There was no first aid I could give. There was 
nothing I could do for him. He was dead — awfully dead. 

Q: Then what did you do? 

A: I called 911. 

Q: Did you pick up the gun? 

A: No. I’ve seen enough cop shows to know not to do anything 
like that, not to tamper with evidence. 

Q: So your fingerprints shouldn’t be on the gun. 

A: Actually, they probably are. 

Q: Why? If you didn’t touch the gun, why should your finger 
prints be on it? 

A: Because the gun was always on the conference table in 
Larry’s office. We picked it up and played with it sometimes 
during meetings. It was a joke. 

Q: Are you sure this is the same gun that was on Larry’s 
conference table? 

A: I don’t know much about guns, but it looked the same. And I 
don’t remember another gun on the conference table when I 
found his body, but I’m not sure I really looked. I wasn’t 
too rational once I saw the hole in his head. 

Q: What kind of joke was the gun? 

A: Just a joke. When things went badly, we talked about 
shooting ourselves but we really didn’t MEAN it. Sometimes 
we’d point the gun at each other jokingly during 
disagreements. Sometimes we’d pretend we were playing 
Russian Roulette when we had a tough decision to make. 

Q: Pointing a gun isn’t very smart. Weren’t you afraid it might 
be loaded?  

A: No. We never thought about it as an actual gun. It was just 
a toy as far as we were concerned. 

Q: Are you saying you thought it was a toy gun? 
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A: No. We knew it was a real gun because it had some sort of 
story behind it. Some guy Larry’d been in jail with gave it 
to him; told him, “This is the way you rob banks — not with 
computers.” That’s all I remember of the story. I meant it 
was LIKE a toy. We played with it. I never thought of it 
having real bullets. I certainly never thought that anyone 
would shoot themselves with it. 

Q: You think Larry shot himself? 

A: Yes. Don’t you? We’re in the process of writing a press 
release which says exactly that. One of your cops told me 
Larry has powder burns on his right hand. 

Q: Which cop? 

A: I don’t know; one of them. Like I said: a cop. He was 
wearing blue. 

Q: We have no official opinion of the cause of death at this 
time. Ascertaining the cause of death is the purpose of this 
investigation. No policeman is authorized to speculate as to 
the cause or discuss evidence with witnesses. 

A: I see. Do you have an “unofficial opinion” of the cause of 
death? 

Q: We have no opinions at this time. This interview will go 
more quickly if I ask the questions. 

A: Please — go ahead. I really do need to get to my Board 
meeting. 

Q: At any time after discovering the body did you touch the 
deceased, his clothes, or the weapon? 

A: I didn’t touch the gun — I said that. I did touch Larry’s 
neck to take his pulse. He was very cold. 

Q: You said you could see that he was dead of a bullet wound. 
Why would you take his pulse? 

A: I don’t know. I think I touched his neck anyway; maybe just 
because I meant to take his pulse. He was very, very cold. 

Q: When was the last time you saw the deceased alive? 

A: When I left the office last night. His office door was 
closed but I could hear him talking on the phone. 

Q: When was that? 

A: About six. 

Q: Were there other people in the office besides you and the 
deceased when you left? 

A: There must have been about fifty people. This is a startup, 
not a nine-to-five company. The receptionist was gone, but 
most of the technical staff were here. Most programmers come 
in late and work late. Other people stay late. 

Q: Can you name some of the people who were here when you left? 
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A: I’m sure I can. 

Q: May I please have some names? 

A: Uh ... Dom Montain, he’s our CTO. 

Q: What’s a CTO? 

A: Chief Technical Officer. 

Q: He was here when you left last night? 

A: I’m sure he was.  He always works late. 

Q: Did you actually see him when you were leaving? 

A: I’m not sure. Maybe. I think so. I think I said good night 
to him. 

Q: Who else? 

A: Irma Sukander. She was in the lady’s room when I went in 
just before leaving. 

Q: What is her job? 

A: Programmer. 

Q: Anyone else? 

A: There were lots of other people, but I don’t remember 
specifically who. 

Q: Did anyone see you leave? 

A: Irma saw me prepare to leave. 

Q: Did anyone see you actually leave? 

A: Any number of people MIGHT have seen me leave. I... wait! 
Kevin Wong walked down the steps with me. 

Q: What’s his job? 

A: He’s another programmer. 

Q: I thought you said programmers work late. Why was he leaving 
at six? 

A: I think he was making a pizza run. Programmers live on pizza 
and caffeinated soft-drinks. There were a lot of pizza boxes 
stacked in the trash this morning. 

Q: Where did you go after you left the office? 

A: Home. 

Q: How did you get there? 

A: Subway. 

Q: Do you always take the subway? 

A: Usually, why? 

Q: Isn’t that unusual? I think of executives using a car 
service, not the subway. 
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A: Not if they want to get anywhere in a hurry — not in New 
York. 

Q: When did you get home? 

A: Sometime before seven. I saw the beginning of the national 
news. 

Q: Was your husband home? 

A: No. 

Q: Did he come home later? 

A: No. 

Q: Is he on a business trip? 

A: He’s away from home. 

Q: Is he often away from home? 

A: Does it matter? Does it matter to this investigation? Can we 
get this done? 

Q: I can never tell what matters until I ask the question; I’m 
sorry but that’s the way it is. Was anyone else with you at 
any time last night? 

A: No. 

Q: Did anyone see you come home or leave in the morning? A 
doorman? 

A: I told you, we live in a brownstone; we don’t have a 
doorman. As far as I know, no one saw me come or go. 

Q: Did anyone call you at home last night? 

A: Yes. Thanks for helping me with my alibi; I can tell you’ve 
done this before. I did get several calls from friends and 
business contacts. Some were on my cell phone so I guess 
that doesn’t count but some were on my landline as well. And 
I made some calls and did some e-mail. 

Q: I’ll want a list of the names and the times of calls as best 
you can remember them. Can you think of any reason why the 
deceased would have taken his own life? 

A: No. He was depressed about the low stock price and worried 
about more hostiles but he was a tough— 

Q: Hostiles? Hostile what? 

A: Hostile takeover attempts. About a year ago a major 
competitor — antihack — made an attempt to take over 
hackoff. That sometimes happens when your stock price is 
low. Larry was worried that there’d be more attempts since 
the stock price still sucks. 

Q: I assume guns aren’t used in hostile takeover attempts. Can 
you think of any reason why anyone would want to kill the 
deceased? 
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A: There are lots of people who don’t like Larry; he’s not 
always ... he wasn’t always very nice. He put people down 
when he thought they were stupid or were wasting his time.  
He played rough. 

Q: Played rough? Could you elaborate? 

A: He got a lot tougher when he was in jail. He liked to face 
people down; he liked to see them back down. 

Q: Who did he “face down”? 

A: The CEO of antihack, for one. They met at a benefit dinner 
while the hostile — the hostile takeover attempt — was going 
on. Wrobly put his arm around Larry like they were old 
friends. Larry told him, “Get that off me or I’ll  break it 
off at your shoulder, you fucking piece of shit.” 

Q: You witnessed this encounter? 

A: Yes. So did everyone at our table at the dinner.  

Q: Your table... 

A: Larry bought a table and filled it with whoever he pleased. 
That’s the way these charity things are done. 

Q: Who else did Larry “face down?” 

A: A lot of people, including Dom Montain whenever he had a 
chance. But this is a waste of time. Larry killed himself.  
Maybe there are people who would’ve wanted to kill him and 
maybe there aren’t; but he killed himself. 

Q: How do you know that? 

A: One, because your cop told me about the powder burns. Two, 
it just makes sense. I mean, no one was in Larry’s office 
when I found him. No one had been in Larry’s office since 
5:30 the night before. 

Q: How do you know that? 

A: I checked the security logs. See these cards we wear? these 
are RFIDs. 

Q: What’s an RFID? 

A: Radio Frequency Identifier Device. Everyone on staff wears 
them. Every time we enter or leave a room, a receiver gets 
the tag ID and knows who went in or who went out. It’s all 
logged. 

Q: What if someone comes in who isn’t wearing a tag? 

A: Then a big, loud alarm goes off and that incident is logged. 
That didn’t happen last night but it sometimes does. 

Q: So you checked these logs yourself? 

A: Of course. 

Q: Why didn’t you tell me about this earlier?  
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A: You didn’t ask. Look, detective, I can’t seriously believe 
that you think Larry’s death was murder. I know you have to 
ask questions and establish alibis, but I’ve got to do my 
Board meeting and get my press release out or the SEC will 
really fry my ass. 

Q: Why do you have such an elaborate security system? Do you 
keep money or drugs here? 

A: (laughs) Detective, we keep something much more valuable 
than money or drugs here: the source code — the computer 
instructions — that are hackoff’s crown jewels. Our stuff is 
patented but it can still be stolen. More importantly, half 
the hackers in the world spend all their time and the rest 
spend half their time trying to hack into our customers’ 
websites. If they knew how hackoff’s software worked, they 
might be able to defeat it. Our intellectual property is 
priceless, and we guard it that way. 

Q: Who knows the most about this security system? 

A: Our security officer, Marlene Chou. 

Q: Is she here? 

A: Yes. 

Q: If you would be so kind as to send her in, I think I can let 
you go for now. I’ll need a list of people you talked to on 
the phone last night. Sometime today, please. If you think 
of anything else relevant to the investigation — even 
POTENTIALLY relevant to the investigation — please call me.  
Thank you for your cooperation, Ms. Langhorne. 

A: You’re entirely welcome. 

 
### 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF  

hackoff.com INC. 

DATED:  April 1, 2003 

A telephonic meeting of the Board of Directors of hackoff.com Inc. (the “Corporation”) 
was held on April 1 at 9:00 AM Eastern time.   

Present were members Joseph Windaw, Joanne Ankers, Franklin Adams, and Donna 
Langhorne.  In addition, Aaron Smyth, Executive Vice President, General Counsel and 
Secretary of the Board, was present and kept minutes.  
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Mr. Windaw chaired the meeting in the absence of the Chairman, Larry Lazard.  All 
participants in the call could hear, and could be heard by, all other participants. 
 
The following matters were covered: 
 

1. Ms. Langhorne informed the Board of the death of Chairman and CEO, Larry 
Lazard. Ms. Langhorne related that she, herself, found the body at 7:00 AM this 
morning. A police investigation is underway. Although there has been no official 
determination of cause of death, indications point to suicide.  In addition to the 
New York City Police Department, NASDAQ and the SEC have also been 
informed, and NASDAQ has advised that trading in the company’s stock will be 
temporarily suspended pending dissemination of an announcement. 

2. The Board decided that the positions of Chairman and CEO should be split in the 
future as is allowed by the Company’s bylaws. 

3. The Board elected Joseph Windaw as non-executive Chairman. The vote was 
unanimous with the exception of Mr. Windaw, who abstained. 

4. After a discussion from which Ms. Langhorne recused herself, the Board elected 
Ms. Langhorne as CEO. 

5. The Board authorized Ms. Langhorne to engage an executive search firm to find 
a candidate to fill the Board position left vacant by Mr. Lazard’s death. 

6. Ms. Langhorne recommended to the Board that it appoint Lew Marigold as 
acting CFO.  Ms. Langhorne advised the Board that she would like to take some 
time to determine if he is the right candidate to fill the position permanently.  
The Board unanimously approved these recommendations. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was thereupon adjourned.  
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Aaron Smyth, Esq. 
 Secretary 

 
 

### 

E-mail, April 1, 2003 
From: Joseph Windaw [mailto:jwindaw@windawwallar.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2003  9:45 AM 
To:  Joanne Ankers  
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Subject: Board Meeting 
 
Do you think she really would’ve quit if we’d made her acting 
CEO? 
 
 
 
From: Joanne Ankers [mailto:joanne.ankers@bigrouter.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2003  9:55 AM 
To:  Joseph Windaw  
Subject: RE: Board Meeting 
 
We’ll never know. She plays her cards close to her very big 
chest:-} 
 
 
 
From: Donna Langhorne 
Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2003  10:57 AM 
To:  Ahmed Qali  
Subject: Contract Work 
 
I want to assure you that there is no change in the status of 
your group as critical vendors to hackoff.com. Ongoing projects 
should be continued and outstanding invoices will be paid on a 
timely basis. 
 
I want to thank you in advance for your cooperation in these 
difficult times. 
 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0977464601/ref=ase_wwwtomevslico-20/102-8143596-1044924?s=books&v=glance&n=283155&tagActionCode=wwwtomevslico-20
http://www.hackoff.com/blook/pages/email_episode.php?entry=111&from=podcast
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/customer-reviews/0977464601/ref=cm_cr_dp_pt/102-8143596-1044924?%5Fencoding=UTF8&n=283155&s=books
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